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myths to a common origin. Philologists even establish etymo-
logical identity of many names of Gods and Goddesses. They
simnise, with good reason, that the Hindus, Germans and Greeks
had a common homeland whence their forefathers migrated in
prehistoric times to different parts of the world. Another analogy
that interests students of comparative mythology is similarity of
the Egyptian to the Indian mythological system. Not only many
myths, but even manners and usages are found common to ancient
Egyptians and Indians. Like Indians, the Egyptians had a sort
of caste-system. Unlike the Hindu four, Egyptians had seven
castes. Although rules of caste were not enforced as rigidly as
in India, caste was the basis of the Egyptian social system.
Egyptians worshipped the bull Apis; Nandi, Shiva's Bull, holds
a unique position in Hindu (Animal) mythology.

Story telling is a regular religious institution and what was
learnt in sacred lore can be seen by reading passages from Puranas
and explaining the meaning of myths and legends. Almost every
Hindu is conversant with the tales of Rama and Sita, the doings
of Hanuman and the adventures of Mahabharatha heroes. The
religion of the vast majority of the Hindus still remain in thePuranas.
For a select few Vedas and Vedantas including Upanishads form
the favourite sacred literature.

Among the Avatars of Lord Vishnu, Sri Rama is considered
to be one of the fullest and probably the greatest. The whole of
Ramayana is devoted to the teachings of the duties of an ideal
husband and an ideal wife, the pure monogamy of the husband
and the chastity of the wife. Sri Rama is said to have been the
essence of virtue, the resplendant root of the tree of all created
humanity whereof all other human beings are but flowers and
fruits, leaves and branches as mentioned in the following stanza:_
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The whole of Ramayana teaches duties by parables and sayings.
It also teaches the lesson of protecting the good and ignoring
or destroying the wicked. Those who, in the name of God or
the followers of God, though indulge in indiscreet sayings are also
considered to be devotees even if not of the highest class